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Cowlitz County
Noxious Weed Control Board
Representing You:

District 1
Gary Finkas
Toutle

District 2
Joe Godinho
Castle Rock

District 3
Bob Roth

Longview

District 4
Mike Imboden

Kalama

District 5
Eino Suomi
Woodland

Phase 1: Educate and share information on No¥desds and
Washington State Law (RCW 17.10).

Phase 2: Provide guidance and introduction ofNmxious
Weed Control Plan and Procedures.

Phase 3: Support and Enforcement of Noxious WesdrGl.

Our current Cowlitz County Noxious Weed Control ghaom has
been fully in place since May 2008.

Since that time, the program has been more efteetigetting
information to Cowlitz County landowners and landmagers. Our
education campaign reaches numerous citizens, iaejams,

non profit groups, environmental businesses, gactidys, and
government agencies. We conduct workshops to hdipiduals
identify noxious weeds, learn how to best manage frastures and
learn about the laws that govern noxious weed obmtrour state.

We continue to provide financial assistance to ifjadllandowners
though our Cost-Share program by meeting with lamsys to
identify problems with noxious weeds, conductinginas weed
surveys throughout the county, and by partnerirth \@indowners
and land managers on special projects to contrabne weed
infestations.

It is our goal to address noxious weed problenwuincounty and to
provide landowners with effective control methodstcomplish
their individual needs.



Noxious weedsre non-native plants introduced to WashingtoneStat can be highly destructive,
competitive, and difficult to control. These plaimsade our croplands, rangeland, forests, paiksts,
lakes, wetlands, and estuaries causing both ecallogind economical damages that affect us all.

To protect our county resources and economy, thvdidCounty Noxious Weed Control Program helps
county land owners and land managers comply witshivaton State Weed Law (RCW 17.10).

The Washington State Noxious Weed Control Boargbesda State Noxious Weed list each year (WAC 16-
750). This list classifies weeds into three majasses—A, B, and C—based on the amount of eacliespec
and the seriousness of the threat they pose toitMash State lands and properties (State list, jdge

Class A Weeds species whose distribution in Washington id ktilited. Prevention of new
infestations and eradication of any existing irdéens are a high priority.
Eradication of all Class A plants is required by lav.

Class B Weeds species presently limited to portions of thet&t&pecies ardesignatedfor control in
regions where they are not yet widespread. Prevgniw infestations in these areas is a high pyiori
Control is decided at a local county level, whérese plants are already abundant. Containmeng at th
local county level is the primary goal.

Class C Weeds:species which are already widespread in Washingt@ne of special interest to the
state’s agriculture industry. The Class C statlesval counties to enforce control if locally desired

Cowlitz County is
1,166 sq. miles in area

Population:
41,990 incorporated
57,610 unincorporated

Six major State Highways
intersect the county.

Five major rivers find their
way to the Columbia River

Three major ports;
Longview, Kalama and
Woodland, provide a
gateway for imports and
exports.

Noxious weed plant species spread throughout thetgdy many means. Major State highways and
county roads provide a course for seeds to befoatesd by cars virtually all over our county. Wabeays,
such as rivers and creeks where the public hasstceecreational opportunities, provide waysseeds
to hitch-hike on boats, fishing equipment, clothanmgl pets.

Our economically important ports, Longview, KalaoraVoodland, are other sources for the spread of
noxious weed species introductions due to the itrgooat export of commaodities to and from other state
and other countries.

Tourists passing through our county unknowinglygrseeds of invasive noxious weed species from thei
home, state or country. Seeds can be transportddthing, shoes and/or recreational equipment.




Weed Surveys for 2010

Our goal in collecting survey data on noxious wsgecies is to enable our program to develop edugiti
efforts promoting awareness about the specificausiveed species found within our county.

To date, we have confirmed and documented infestabf noxious weeds in each of the three classes:
CLASS A Weeds — 9sites
CLASS B Weeds — 316 sites
CLASS C Weeds — 31 sites

Of the noxious weed sites documented this yeartwerd, poison hemlock and Canada thistle are three
noxious weed species with the highest number oficienited sites (County weed list, page 12).

Our program conducts weed surveys throughout thetgavhere noxious weeds are identified, quantified
mapped. Landowners are contacted and made awatééba plants exist and to what extent. We siéoe-i
mation on how to control the noxious weeds andraéfehnical assistance. All properties that aressible
via public roadways are surveyed yearly.
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Community outreach is an essential part of our pro- Local News
gram. One of our primary goals is to provide techhi .
assistance to landowners and managers. Propedy la Headlines
that are engaged in the production of agriculture

products and/or lands that are used for the devedop

of livestock require constant protection from inieay

noxious weed species—those that can cause financial

strains on these economically important products.

Educating the public about prevention, containnaert
control of noxious weed species helps us all ptotec
property values and consumer goods.

Workshops, news articles and educational presentati
help us disseminate the information to the pulibola
the importance of controlling noxious weeds onrthei
properties in order to prevent the spread of tlspee
cies. We welcome invitations from organizations to
attend their meetings and present information.

Our staff attends fairs and community events whenev
possible to provide information to large numbers of
residents.

Several newspaper
articles and a men-
tion on one of the
local TV news
channels informed
the public about the
dangers of poison
hemlock and what
to look for to prop-
erly identify the
plants.

Displays with information on invasive plants, googd
alternative vegetation to plant in your garden ang
some live examples of noxious weeds in our areir
were set up at community events this year.




ive our eighbora elping and

It is encouraging to see our community come togedhd to see neighbors helping neighbors. Sometivees
tend to forget that we have a large populationaérty landowners who don'’t have the energy, knaw¢lor
finances to maintain large family lands that onegeatheir working farms. It is easy to drive by pedies
and be concerned about how it appears or is lackintaintenance. How many neighbors really know the
condition, age or health of their next door neigt®o

This year, one such property became the storyighbers helping neighbors. A family living in thedthills
of Longview caught the attention of the neighbasaasy began to go to flower. Every-where you éabk
colorful yellow flowers covered the landscape a$ tracre parcel. Even the horse enclosure, byot,
contained so much tansy ragwort that it becamerapp#o the neighbors that the land-owners eitieinr'd
care or didn’t think it was important to controigmoxious weed. Call after call poured into oufioef
concerning this negligent landowner. | drove toltbene and knocked on the door. The wife answeredl, a
we talked for a while. | explained that the noxieweeds were a problem and that something needesl to
done soon to avoid spreading seed over the neigbbdrand the vicinity. She apologized and saidvahad
get right on it. I was about to leave and deciadedsk if | could help in any way. | mentioned tlostcshare
program. She hesitated and then explained her aiitem

“I work 14 hours a day and | am lucky if | get aydaff during the week. | am the only bread winner
in the home, my husband (a veteran ) can’t worktdweback injury and is on permanent disability.
My elderly mom lives with us and we take care ofané | have no children living at home.”

| didn’t know about their difficult situation befenand and assumed no one in the neighborhoodttet €l
immediately thought of how many other landownereséhproperty | was visiting were in a similar siioa?
| contacted a volunteer community group in our aned asked if they could gather up to help thisiéamer.
The answer was, “How many do you need and when®hBuhat time period, neighbors kept calling to
complain, with one couple even stopping by my @fficpersonally explained to them all that | was kirny
on with these land owners and shared some of fbemation. The couple were also surprised to hiear t
reason for the lack of maintenance on said progertl/stated that they would gather some neighbuts a
they too would offer their help. Furthermore, tlagplogized for not knowing the full story and for
complaining without having all the facts. They wedkout the door ready to be a good neighbor.
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ur program supports and works closely with landawneho are stewards of their land, and who under-
stand the importance of controlling noxious weeecsgs. We understand that times are difficult nati woth
time and money in short supply for all of us. Thexius Weed Control Program provides assistan &t
owners through our cost share program. This helpgdwners with financial re-imbursement for purags
chemicals that will be used to control Tansy ragw@anada thistle or Knotweed. Qualifying land ovenean
submit their application and receipts for procegsmour office. Each landowner who qualifies caceive up
to $200.00 per year re-imbursement.

Cost Share Program
2000 $1,842.47
] In 2009, the Cost-Share Program was heavily
1500 7 promoted to landowners. The introduction of
] the program enrolled many new participants
1000 1 $526.37 $546.92 who were not aware of our program.
3 500 | | | Chemicals purchased through the Cost-Share
; E - - Program can usually last landowners two
E years. Therefore, the normal trend for land-
>0_J 2008 2009 2010 owner participation is to submit a new
application ever other year.
Years

The Noxious Weed Control

Program components listed in
this graph show the different $2'+$ 4.1)2%(
tasks involved with running

our program. Some projects " 45X

were done by summer help, #4)(),%+%..(

while other tasks, like field 3

surveys and community fair B 66#%- +4 0#2+%,

education were shared by the
program coordinator and one
seasonal employee.
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Special projects included:
Mount St. Helens weed
surveys/removal, and control
of knotweed on several creeks
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Field surveys require
obtaining GPS coordinates on
new infestations, identifying
the properties with noxious
weed issues and confirming
weed reports from the public.
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A significant and necessary portion of this prograuires staff to spend a considerable amouritnef in
the office to: communicate with the public, work educational material, write grants, oversee office
administration and budgets, manage projects arjdgircomponents, research, hire summer help and bui
cooperative partnerships.




Knotweed Why is this work so important? Knotweed is destngypur watersheds, one of our most

valuable resources. Knotweed is a highly aggressixasive plant species that displaces
native vegetation, destroys critical fish and witlhabitat and reduces recreational
opportunities for our citizens, at a rapidly-growgirate.

The Knotweed Grant Program projects began in 2d@%¢ gvant funding from the Washing
ton State Department of Agriculture. Rivers andkrgystems in Cowlitz County that havg
been treated for knotweed infestations include: isdRwer, Abernathy Creek, Monahan
Creek and an area near Wyant Creek in Toutle. watérshed requires at least 3 years o
treatment to significantly reduce knotweed inféstad that are degrade our salmon rearin
watersheds.

We depend on the support and cooperation of landmanithin the affected areas for access to theksre
and for their continual efforts to control knotwestheir properties. In order to decrease infestatof
knotweed in all of our watersheds, we will be agkendowners in those areas where treatment has tak
place for at least 3 years (with a successful regluof 90% of knotweed the first year), to begiamaging
the reduced knotweed infestation sites themselvesder for us to move on to other critical watexdsh
Landowners are the steward of these important ditsbaind we need your continued support to pratecht

In our dedication to the full treatment of thesdewsheds, we have partnered with the Cowlitz Caatien
District to begin restoration steps for streamsghamotweed has been controlled. Re-vegetatiorfiahd
enhancement recovery projects have already tale=e ph most of the Abernathy Creek watershed. fiféte
step in restoring the Monahan Creek system begdreifall of 2010.

Project Creek | Years of Treatment | Miles treated | Hebicide mix 2010 Herbicide mix —2009 [ Herbicide mixed—2008
Abernathy 5 3.6 40 gal 300 gal 241.5 gal
Monahan 3 2.25 65 gal 400 gal 1,664.5 gal
Toutle site 2 3 135 gal 330 gal N/A

Mount St Helens Mount St Helens National Volcanic Monument is alwetognized and popular tourist
site. In 1980, when the mountain's top blew dueotoanic activity, this area endured

drastic alteration. The landscape changes lefatba vulnerable to invading plant species
Thirty years after the volcanic eruption, localdlifie and native vegetation still struggle to
re-colonize the area.

A number of invasive and noxious plant speciesare well established in this sensitive
landscape. In January of 2009, the Gifford Pind{tional Forest offered forest project
funding for 2009 and 2010. We submitted an invasipecies control project for the Mount

St Helens Monument, to help reduce infestatiorigapweed and scotch broom plant species that qmild
tentially spread to other parts of the county. &k proud to say that we have been awarded projeding
for our third year in 2011. The ground work on Menument is a continuing coordinated joint parshgp
between the Gifford Pinchot National Forest, MoBhHelens National Volcanic Monument, The Cowlitz
County Corrections Department and Cowlitz, Lewrs] &kamania Counties’ Noxious Weed Control Boat

We are making use of this Federal program to hehefit forest health, decrease invasive speciesqte
establishment of native plant species, improvelifelthabitat, increase recreational opportuniteethe
public and contain invasive species from spreadirngide of the forest.

2010 Accomplishments 2009 Accomplishment
Mapped infestations 151 sites 21 sites
Acres documented 138.32 acres 59.38ac

Treated 58.53+ acres 41.06 acres

ds.




Biological Insects

Milk Thistle Control

Biological insects are approved for release byFibeeral government and are
moved around in our state through the WashingtateS2epartment of
Agriculture and the King County WSU Extension offin a coordinated effort
with each county Noxious Weed Department.

These biological controls (insects) help contrééstations of several invasive
and noxious weeds species found in Cowlitz County.

Released insects prior to 2009 targeted:
Tansy ragwort Purple loosestrife Canada thistle
Scotch broom

2009 released insects targeted:
Dalmatian toadflax Meadow knapweed Diffuse knapweed
Spotted knapweed

2010 released insects targeted:
Meadow knapweed
Diffuse knapweed
Spotted knapweeds
Scotch broom

1$.92+$ ,(02% )$)+()(
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Blessed milk thistle is a Class A noxious weed iasington State. This plant
creates a serious threat to livestock becausa it@ase nitrate poisoning if in-
gested by grazing animals. Large spines on theeeand flowers can also injure
grazing animals.

Five locations were documented in Cowlitz Countye of which covered a 2
acre pasture near the Columbia River. Two siteg wastures with livestock,
while the other three sites included an undevelgpaid property, a farm prop-
erty and a port property.

Landowners were asked Number of plants
if they would allow am

access for survey 300 -
purposes. A small grant | ., |
from the Washington De-
partment of Agriculture
helped us purchase the | 19 & Number of plan:e
chemicals to treat these | 1m0 - €2

five infestation sites for 50 4 o

these landowners. ——
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PROGRAM COMPONENTS COST
STAFF
Program Coordinator—full time $47,817
Seasonal help—5 months $18,262
Administrative assistant/accounting —4anths $2,045
DAY TO DAY OPERATIONS
Equipment/Vehicle Rental $18,484
County crew services $13,381
Educational materials/Printing $2,260
Mailings/Postage $227
Misc. Operating Supplies $4,3114
Advertising $217
Chemical purchases $5,970
County operation costs $1,707
Travel/Training $1,712
Computers/IT services $4,583
*Communication costs $1,785

* This total includes some costs from 2009
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Flowering rush ,
Butomus umbellatus
Class A noxious weed

Public domain botanical print from
Project RunebergBilder ur Nordens
Flora (1917-1926)

Provided by Wikimedia Commons




#$%3$

%

#$
!
(
| : % !
) !
# % =
+
$
%
&
] #
& %
%
&
!
$ (
%
(
| /
" 1 34& (5"4 & 2

Yellow archangel ,
Lamiastrum galeobdolon

Class C noxious weed

Carl Axel Magnus Lindman: Bilder ur
Nordens Flora (1901-1905) © of all
processed images by Dr. Gerhard Keuck,
1999.
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wli sta ii h d in Cowlitz
But with your support and the
awareness of noxious weed control

community-based noxious weed

Weed Control Program in Cowlitz
County:
| mprove our educational efforts ¢
the ;mpr}rtaace of noxious weed
ULt O U Al VvV s

residents Qf our ccanty

Cultivate lasting partnerships wit
other natural resource organiza-
tions and with groups whose foci
is to improve native plant and
animal health.

Expand our commitment and effq
to build long-term stewardship
activities with landowners, land
managers, county and city
governments.

Organize and participate in more
community event opportunities.







