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   District 1 

   Gary Finkas 

   Toutle 

     

 

   District 2 

   Joe Godinho 

   Castle Rock 

    

   

 

     District 3

   Bob Roth 

   Longview

   

       

   District 4 

   Mike Imboden

   Kalama 

 

     

   District 5 

   Eino Suomi 

   Woodland

   

 

Cowlitz County  
Noxious Weed Control Board  

Representing You: 
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· Phase 1:  Educate and share information on Noxious Weeds and 
Washington State Law (RCW 17.10). 

· Phase 2:  Provide guidance and introduction of our Noxious 
Weed Control Plan and Procedures. 

· Phase 3:  Support and Enforcement of Noxious Weed Control. 
Our current Cowlitz County Noxious Weed Control Program has  
been fully in place since May 2008. 

Since that time, the program has been more effective at getting  
information to Cowlitz County landowners and land managers. Our 
education campaign reaches numerous citizens, organizations,  
non profit groups, environmental businesses, garden clubs, and  
government agencies. We conduct workshops to help individuals 
identify noxious weeds, learn how to best manage their pastures and 
learn about the laws that govern noxious weed control in our state. 

We continue to provide financial assistance to qualified landowners 
though our Cost-Share program by meeting with landowners to  
identify problems with noxious weeds, conducting noxious weed  
surveys throughout the county, and by partnering with landowners 
and land managers on special projects to control noxious weed  
infestations. 

It is our goal to address noxious weed problems in our county and to 
provide landowners with effective control methods to accomplish  
their individual needs. 
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¨ Six major State Highways 
intersect the county. 

¨ Five major rivers find their 
way to the Columbia River  

¨ Three major ports;  
Longview, Kalama and 
Woodland, provide a  
gateway for imports and 
exports. 

Population: 
41,990 incorporated 
57,610 unincorporated 

Cowlitz County is  
1,166 sq. miles in area 
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Noxious weed plant species spread throughout the county by many means. Major State highways and 
county roads provide a course for seeds to be transported by cars virtually all over our county. Water-ways, 
such as rivers and creeks where the public has access to recreational opportunities, provide ways for weeds 
to hitch-hike on boats, fishing equipment, clothing and pets. 

Our economically important ports, Longview, Kalama or Woodland, are other sources for the spread of  
noxious weed species introductions due to the import and export of commodities to and from other states 
and other countries.   

Tourists passing through our county unknowingly bring seeds of invasive noxious weed species from their 
home, state or country. Seeds can be transported in clothing, shoes and/or recreational equipment. 

Noxious weeds are non-native plants introduced to Washington State that can be highly destructive,  
competitive, and difficult to control. These plants invade our croplands, rangeland, forests, parks, rivers, 
lakes, wetlands, and estuaries causing both ecological and economical damages that affect us all. 

To protect our county resources and economy, the Cowlitz County Noxious Weed Control Program helps 
county land owners and land managers comply with Washington State Weed Law (RCW 17.10). 

The Washington State Noxious Weed Control Board adopts a State Noxious Weed list each year (WAC 16-
750). This list classifies weeds into three major classes—A, B, and C—based on the amount of each species 
and the seriousness of the threat they pose to Washington State lands and properties (State list, page 11). 

¨ Class A Weeds:  species whose distribution in Washington is still limited. Prevention of new  
infestations and eradication of any existing infestations are a high priority.   
Eradication of all Class A plants is required by law. 

¨ Class B Weeds:  species presently limited to portions of the State. Species are designated for control in 
regions where they are not yet widespread. Preventing new infestations in these areas is a high priority.  
Control is decided at a local county level, where these plants are already abundant. Containment at the  
local county level is the primary goal. 

¨ Class C Weeds:  species which are already widespread in Washington or are of special interest to the 
state’s agriculture industry. The Class C status allows counties to enforce control if locally desired. 
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Our goal in collecting survey data on noxious weed species is to enable our program to develop educational 
efforts promoting awareness about the specific noxious weed species found within our county. 

To date, we have confirmed and documented infestations of noxious weeds in each of the three classes: 

· CLASS A Weeds — 9  sites 
· CLASS B Weeds —  316 sites 
· CLASS C Weeds — 31 sites 

 

Of the noxious weed sites documented this year, knotweed, poison hemlock and Canada thistle are three  
noxious weed species with the highest number of documented sites (County weed list, page 12).   
 

Our program conducts weed surveys throughout the county where noxious weeds are identified, quantified and 
mapped. Landowners are contacted and made aware that these plants exist and to what extent. We share infor-
mation on how to control the noxious weeds and offer technical assistance. All properties that are accessible 
via public roadways are surveyed yearly. 
 

Weed Surveys for 2010 

 
New CLASS A Noxious Weeds found in 2010: 

Garlic mustard   
Alliaria petiolata 

One small area in the Lewis 
River drainage was discov-
ered this year. The plants 
were cut and bagged within 
2 days of discovery.   

Shiny geranium  Geranium lucidum 

Two parcels were found to have this 
class A noxious weed. A quick  
response within 24 hours from the  
property owner showed the success 
of a well established partnership and 
Early Detection Rapid Response  
program by the land manager. 
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Community outreach is an essential part of our pro-
gram. One of our primary goals is to provide technical  
assistance to landowners and managers.  Property lands 
that are engaged in the production of agriculture  
products and/or lands that are used for the development 
of livestock require constant protection from invading 
noxious weed species—those that can cause financial 
strains on these economically important products. 

Educating the public about prevention, containment and 
control of noxious weed species helps us all protect 
property values and consumer goods. 

Workshops, news articles and educational presentations 
help us disseminate the information to the public about 
the importance of controlling noxious weeds on their  
properties in order to prevent the spread of those spe-
cies.  We welcome invitations from organizations to 
attend their meetings and present information. 

Our staff attends fairs and community events whenever  
possible to provide information to large numbers of  
residents.      

Local News  
Headlines 

Displays with information on invasive plants, good 
alternative vegetation to plant in your garden and 
some live examples of noxious weeds in our area 
were set up at community events this year.  

Several newspaper 
articles and a men-
tion on one of the 
local TV news 
channels informed 
the public about the 
dangers of poison 
hemlock and what 
to look for to prop-
erly identify the 
plants.   
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� ive � our � eighbor a � elping � and  
It is encouraging to see our community come together and to see neighbors helping neighbors. Sometimes we 
tend to forget that we have a large population of elderly landowners who don’t have the energy, know-how or 
finances to maintain large family lands that once were their working farms. It is easy to drive by properties 
and be concerned about how it appears or is lacking in maintenance. How many neighbors really know the 
condition, age or health of their next door neighbor? 

This year, one such property became the story of neighbors helping neighbors. A family living in the foothills 
of Longview caught the attention of the neighbors as tansy began to go to flower. Every-where you looked,  
colorful yellow flowers covered the landscape of this 2-acre parcel. Even the horse enclosure, by the road,  
contained so much tansy ragwort that it became apparent to the neighbors that the land-owners either didn’t 
care or didn’t think it was important to control this noxious weed. Call after call poured into our office 
concerning this negligent landowner. I drove to the home and knocked on the door. The wife answered, and 
we talked for a while. I explained that the noxious weeds were a problem and that something needed to be 
done soon to avoid spreading seed over the neighborhood and the vicinity. She apologized and said she would 
get right on it. I was about to leave and decided to ask if I could help in any way. I mentioned the cost share 
program. She hesitated and then explained her dilemma.   

“I work 14 hours a day and I am lucky if I get a day off during the week. I am the only bread winner 
in the home, my husband (a veteran ) can’t work due to a back injury and is on permanent disability.  
My elderly mom lives with us and we take care of her and I have no children living at home.” 

I didn’t know about their difficult situation beforehand and assumed no one in the neighborhood did either. I 
immediately thought of how many other landowners whose property I was visiting were in a similar situation?  
I contacted a volunteer community group in our area and asked if they could gather up to help this landowner.  
The answer was, “How many do you need and when?” During that time period, neighbors kept calling to  
complain, with one couple even stopping by my office. I personally explained to them all that I was working 
on with these land owners and shared some of the information. The couple were also surprised to hear the 
reason for the lack of maintenance on said property and stated that they would gather some neighbors and 
they too would offer their help. Furthermore, they apologized for not knowing the full story and for 
complaining without having all the facts. They walked out the door ready to be a good neighbor. 
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�  ur program supports and works closely with landowners, who are stewards of their land, and who under-
stand the importance of controlling noxious weed species. We understand that times are difficult now with both 
time and money in short supply for all of us. The Noxious Weed Control Program provides assistance to land-
owners through our cost share program. This helps landowners with financial re-imbursement for purchasing 
chemicals that will be used to control Tansy ragwort, Canada thistle or Knotweed. Qualifying land owners can 
submit their application and receipts for processing to our office. Each landowner who qualifies can receive up 
to $200.00 per year re-imbursement.   
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The Noxious Weed Control 
Program components listed in 
this graph show the different 
tasks involved with running 
our  program. Some projects 
were done by summer help, 
while other tasks, like field 
surveys and community fair 
education were shared by the 
program coordinator and one 
seasonal employee.  

Special projects included: 
Mount St. Helens weed 
surveys/removal, and control 
of knotweed on several creeks. 

Field surveys require 
obtaining GPS coordinates on 
new infestations, identifying 
the properties with noxious 
weed  issues and confirming 
weed reports from the public. 

A significant and necessary portion of this program requires staff to spend a considerable amount of time in 
the office to: communicate with the public, work on educational material, write grants, oversee office 
administration and budgets, manage projects and project components, research, hire summer help and build 
cooperative partnerships. 
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In 2009, the Cost-Share Program was heavily 
promoted to landowners. The introduction of 
the program enrolled many new participants 
who were not aware of our program. 

Chemicals purchased through the Cost-Share 
Program can usually last landowners two 
years. Therefore, the normal trend for land-
owner participation is to submit a new 
application ever other year. 

$526.37 

$1,842.47 

$546.92
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 Mount St Helens National Volcanic Monument is a well recognized and popular tourist 
site.  In 1980, when the mountain's top blew due to volcanic activity, this area endured 

drastic alteration.  The landscape changes left the area vulnerable to invading plant species.  
Thirty years after the volcanic eruption, local wildlife and native vegetation still struggle to 
re-colonize the area. 

A number of invasive and noxious plant species are now well established in this sensitive 
landscape.  In January of 2009, the Gifford Pinchot National Forest offered forest project 
funding for 2009 and 2010.  We submitted an invasive species control project for the Mount 

St Helens Monument, to help reduce infestations of knapweed and scotch broom plant species that could po-
tentially spread to other parts of the county.  We are proud to say that we have been awarded project funding 
for our third year in 2011.  The ground work on the Monument is a continuing coordinated joint partnership 
between the Gifford Pinchot National Forest, Mount St Helens National Volcanic Monument, The Cowlitz 
County Corrections Department and Cowlitz, Lewis, and Skamania Counties’ Noxious Weed Control Boards. 

We are making use of this Federal program to help benefit forest health, decrease invasive species, promote  
establishment of native plant species, improve wildlife habitat, increase recreational opportunities to the  
public and contain invasive species from spreading outside of the forest. 

Mount St Helens 

   2010 Accomplishments            2009 Accomplishments 

Mapped infestations  151 sites             21 sites 
Acres documented   138.32 acres            59.38 acres 
Treated    58.53± acres           41.06 acres 
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 Why is this work so important? Knotweed is destroying our watersheds, one of our most 
valuable resources. Knotweed is a highly aggressive invasive plant species that displaces 
native vegetation, destroys critical fish and wildlife habitat and reduces recreational  
opportunities for our citizens, at a rapidly-growing rate. 

The Knotweed Grant Program projects began in 2004 with grant funding from the Washing-
ton State Department of Agriculture. Rivers and creek systems in Cowlitz County that have 
been treated for knotweed infestations include: Lewis River, Abernathy Creek, Monahan 
Creek and an area near Wyant Creek in Toutle. Each watershed requires at least 3 years of 
treatment to significantly reduce knotweed infestations that are degrade our salmon rearing 
watersheds. 

We depend on the support and cooperation of landowners within the affected areas for access to the creeks 
and for their continual efforts to control knotweed on their properties. In order to decrease infestations of 
knotweed in all of our watersheds, we will be asking landowners in those areas where treatment has taken 
place for at least 3 years (with a successful reduction of 90% of knotweed the first year), to begin managing 
the reduced knotweed infestation sites themselves in order for us to move on to other critical watersheds.  
Landowners are the steward of these important habitats and we need your continued support to protect them. 

In our dedication to the full treatment of these watersheds, we have partnered with the Cowlitz Conservation 
District to begin restoration steps for streams where knotweed has been controlled.  Re-vegetation and fish 
enhancement recovery projects have already taken place in most of the Abernathy Creek watershed.  The first 
step in restoring the Monahan Creek system began in the fall of  2010. 

 

 

Project Creek  Years of Treatment Miles treated Herbicide mix  –2010 Herbicide mix  – 2009 Herbicide mixed—2008 

Abernathy 5 3.6 40 gal 300 gal 241.5 gal 

Monahan 3 2.25 65 gal 400 gal 1,664.5 gal 

Toutle site 2 3 135 gal 330 gal N/A 

Knotweed 
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Biological insects are approved for release by the Federal government and are 
moved around in our state through the Washington State Department of  
Agriculture and the King County WSU Extension office in a coordinated effort 
with each county Noxious Weed Department. 
 
These biological controls (insects) help control infestations of several invasive 
and noxious weeds species found in Cowlitz County.  
 
Released insects prior to 2009 targeted: 
� Tansy ragwort                  � Purple loosestrife            � Canada thistle              
� Scotch broom  
 
2009 released insects targeted: 
� Dalmatian toadflax           � Meadow knapweed         � Diffuse knapweed           
� Spotted knapweed 

 
2010 released insects targeted: 
� Meadow knapweed 
� Diffuse knapweed 
� Spotted knapweeds 
� Scotch broom 
 
 

 Biological Insects  
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 Blessed milk thistle is a Class A noxious weed in Washington State. This plant 
creates a serious threat to livestock because it can cause nitrate poisoning if in-
gested by grazing animals. Large spines on the leaves and flowers can also injure 
grazing animals. 

Five locations were documented in Cowlitz County, one of which covered a 2 
acre pasture near the Columbia River. Two sites were pastures with livestock, 
while the other three sites included an undeveloped state property, a farm prop-
erty and a port property. 

Landowners were asked 
if they would allow  
access for survey  
purposes. A small grant 
from the Washington De-
partment of  Agriculture 
helped us purchase the 
chemicals to treat these 
five infestation sites for 
these landowners.   

Milk Thistle Control  
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Cooperative Weed Management Area (CWMA) 

 A CWMA is a local group of people and organizations representing a diversity of stakeholders who 
share a geographic area, and thus have similar weed problems. CWMAs can cover geographic locations ranging 
from part of a county to three or four counties. Because they do not have statutory authority, they are very  
flexible in terms of area covered, membership, and mode of functioning. Members of a CWMA jointly 
prioritize weed management efforts and then work together on implementation of their plans. They often 
conduct public education about weeds, weed mapping and planning, and weed control projects. Participation of 
members is voluntary. Some of the benefits of being part of a CWMA are: 

 � Better invasive weed control at a landscape level by sharing best management practices 

 � More funding opportunities for weed control activities only available to CWMAs 

 � Greater efficiency in use of funds and staff by coordinating with partners 

 � Early Detection, Rapid Response due to better communication between agencies 

Our program is privileged to be a part of the formation of two CWMA’s in our area: 

The South-West Washington CWMA 
intends to cover an area to include parts of 
the Mount St Helens National Volcanic 
Monument and two neighboring counties 
(Lewis and Skamania). Boundaries for the 
CWMA are still being determined. 

The primary focus for this group is to gather 
noxious weed data from the group partners to 
determine project priorities and to identify 
areas to focus on the ground projects. 

The Lower Columbia CWMA boundaries include Cowlitz, 
Wahkiakum and Pacific Counties. Oregon borders the  
opposite side of the Columbia River where partnerships with 
multiple agencies are also forming.   

The emphasis of this group is on the watersheds directly 
impacting the Columbia River. The primary weeds of focus 
are: Purple loosestrife, Knotweed and Phragmites. Projects 
will be done at a watershed level for both control of noxious 
weeds and restoration activities. 
 

Any individual or organization that is concerned 
with the spread of invasive weeds can join a CWMA. 
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  * This total includes some costs from 2009 

PROGRAM COMPONENTS COST 

STAFF  

          Program Coordinator—full time $47,817 

          Seasonal help—5 months $18,262 

          Administrative assistant/accounting –4 months $2,045 

DAY TO DAY OPERATIONS  

          Equipment/Vehicle Rental $18,484 

          County crew services $13,381 

          Educational materials/Printing $2,260 

          Mailings/Postage $227 

          Misc. Operating Supplies $4,3114 

          Advertising $217 

          Chemical purchases $5,970 

          County operation costs $1,707 

          Travel/Training $1,712 

          Computers/IT services $4,583 

          *Communication costs $1,785 
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Flowering rush ,  
Butomus umbellatus  

 Class A  noxious weed 
�
Public domain botanical print from 
Project Runeberg: Bilder ur Nordens 
Flora (1917-1926) 
Provided by  Wikimedia Commons  
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Yellow archangel ,  
Lamiastrum galeobdolon 

Class C noxious weed 

Carl Axel Magnus Lindman: Bilder ur  
Nordens Flora (1901-1905) © of all  
processed images by Dr. Gerhard Keuck, 
1999.  



 

The Cowlitz County Noxious Weed 
Control Board will continue to expand 
our educational outreach to Cowlitz 
County residents and landowners; 
build partnerships with community 
groups and organizations; connect with 
state, federal, county and city govern-
ments; and collect necessary data on 
noxious weed species infestations in 
the county. 
 

Prevention and control of noxious 
weed species in our county is essential.  
We will strive to create a community- 
based program that is friendly, educa-
tional, empowering and rewarding. 

We have a long road ahead of us  
before we can say that our program is 
well established in Cowlitz County. 
But with your support and the  
awareness of  noxious weed control 
programs, we will get there together. 

Over the last two years, we have  
identified what our program goals 
should be in order to build a successful 
community-based noxious weed  
control management program. 
 

Future direction for the Noxious 
Weed Control Program in Cowlitz 
County: 

�  Improve our educational efforts on 
the importance of noxious weed 
control for all landowners and  
residents of our county. 

�  Cultivate lasting partnerships with 
other natural resource organiza-
tions and with groups whose focus 
is to improve native plant and  
animal health. 

�  Expand our commitment and effort 
to build long-term stewardship  
activities with landowners, land 
managers, county and city  
governments. 

�  Organize and participate in more 
community event opportunities. 

�  Enhance and develop additional 
assistance programs to help  
landowners with costs associated 
with controlling noxious weeds 
on their property. 

�  Increase the number of grant 
funded special projects that  
address large infestations or high 
priority noxious weeds. 

�  Continue to survey and collect 
data on noxious weed species 
and infestation numbers in the 
county. 

�  Produce a Noxious Weed  
Control Management Plan and 
Operating Procedures/Guidelines 
for controlling the spread of  
noxious weeds in Cowlitz 
County. 
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Angelica 
Velazquez, 
Program  
coordinator 




